OPEN LETTER

From Academic Friends of Israel

To: 

Mr. George Parvanov – President of Republic of Bulgaria

Mrs. Tsetska  Tsacheva – Chairwoman of the Parliament in Republic of Bulgaria 

Mr. Boiko Borisov – Prime Minister of Republic of Bulgaria

Mr. Tsvetan Tsvetanov – Vice Premier and Minister of the Police Department 

Mr. Nikolai Mladenov – Minister of the Foreign Affairs

Mrs. Christalina Georgieva – European Ambassador for the International and Humanity
Mr. Yordan Bakalov – Chairman of the Human Rights and Religion for the 41 Parliament

Mr. Konstantin Penchev - Ombudsman of Republic of Bulgaria

Mrs. Yordanka Fandakova – Sofia's Mayor

Mr. Salomon Passi – President of the Atlantic club

Mr. Noah Gal Gendler – Israeli’s Ambassador in Sofia, Bulgaria

Mr. Marcel Israel – Chairman of the Israeli Society in Bulgaria 

Mr. Maxim Benvenisti – Chairman of the Jewish Society in Bulgaria 

Mr. Yossef Salamon – Rabbi's “Habbad” in Sofia, Bulgaria  

Dear ladies and gentlemen,

On September 19th 2011 starts the 66th annual session of the UN where under the pressure of the Arabic league will have to be voted for or against the creation of Palestinian Country with a capital East Jerusalem. 

Bulgaria will also have to give her voice for or against it. 

We are not politicians but scholars, scientists, architects and creators, teachers and intellectual group of people following the world wide events. What we are stirred up by is what position Bulgaria is going to take for the World’s cause. 

Bulgarians have always been broad-minded and has never taken position against another nation. This time we would like to recognize the true situation today with its tomorrow’s effects, and by recognizing it to support our friends in hard time. 

Bulgaria is a very small country but as we look back 70 years ago we see that Bulgarians gave the world a lesson of humanity, civil courage and boldness in one of the darkest and most terrifying moments in the human's history – the Hitlerism. 

By doing so Bulgaria became an example amongst the nations by saving 50 000 Jewish people during World War II. 

After the WWII more than 40 000 emigrants went out of Bulgaria's land and through them our people took part in founding Israel today. All of the Jewish people then had graduated Bulgarian schools, colleagues, universities, and academies (most of them were doctors, teachers, architects, composers, journalists, scientist, actors and writers). Those are the people who shaped the intellectual face of Israel then who took part of our country in Israel, not only the Bulgarian language, qualifications, professions and skills but they also took with themselves the religion view, moral and understanding of our nation that was formed within Bulgarian borders then. 

We personally, as scientists and scholars, explorers and intellectuals have been many times encouraged in the past years and have been shown understanding and support  by our colleagues of the Israeli's Academy of Science in a very hard for the BG science time. Part of what has been happening is recorded in Bulgarian Science Academy archive. 

We would like to also remind that as an Orthodox Christian country our culture and moral generate their roots and has been taken by the Judaic Christian morals and laws of the Holy Scriptures and are based in the Bulgarian Constitution which has permanently left a mark on the Bulgarian culture and science, daily life, society's routines, as long as personal and social life. 

Should Bulgaria be voting now “FOR” this strong pressure over Israel – the only democratic nation in the East, and to vote for sanctions and using power against that country which is protecting its territory and national security?

Since the beginning of its restoration and even today Israel  is a small island of stability and freedom fighting only against the world's terrorism escalating throughout the whole world. 

Is it logical and safe in that particular territory to be created Palestinian autonomy, i.e. a country within the borders of another country with two very different cultures and religions? 

Shouldn't this act create more pressure, fights and tragic events in the region which was no long ago ruled by totalitarian regime and as it looks like today is a messy area of chaos and destruction? 

Should we wait the future to show it to us?  

The bitter experience a few years ago showed that Gaza (flourishing area then was given up after the post movements in 'the peace processes'). After the call of the Jewish people leaving there that place turned to be a territory of chaos, destruction, plunder and aggression for the fighting groups there. 

The lesson of the history showed that the Anti-Semitism virus could spread the disease all over Europe. Not a nation has immunization against it, not even the Bulgarians. At the moment the Anti-Semitism all around the world is slowly creeping up to hold many and many people. 

Bulgaria is one of the countries that have given her vote in UN against Derban III conference this last year because of its distinctive anti-Semitism character. 

We hope the Bulgarian position on the matter will remain the same in future. 

Our opinion is that Bulgaria will support and vote for Israel in the process. 

We expect that you whom we elected – politicians and political figures – to objectively report Bulgarian position before UN accordingly to our community opinion and with the unique Bulgarian historical example. This opinion of ours is closely connected to our national identity and reflects the contemporary society conscious. 

You along with us are physical and spiritual offsprings of same fathers and forefathers through which heroic act today we are proud of. 

Let us also leave a worthy example to our children. 

And why not even a greater one? 

Sincerely,

Assoc. Professor d-r Lyubka Tancheva – President of the Academic Friends of Israel 

September 12, 2011, Sofia

P.S. The national written support is continuing. Up to that moment over 2 000 Bulgarian citizens have supported the Open Letter along with some other organizations, associations, and independent foundations. 

Academic Friends of Israel

 is initiative  act of scientists, scholars, cultural figures, musicians, doctors, and university students of the academic fields in Bulgaria, as long as intellectuals with different occupations part of the working along with us on cultural projects including the Israeli Academy of Science. 

For contact: 

afil_bg@abv.bg
hesed@abv.bg
